
A Crucial Step in Creating 
Meaning in Power BI

tip!

What? 
buttons or

images?



Navigate 
with 
buttons
  

The classic way to create a 

menu with simple single 

buttons. Insert a single png 

or jpg into the button and 

your icon will be there.



For every state you can 

insert a new icon so the 

mouse over UX feels nice



Navigate 
with 
images
  

The new way to create a 

menu with simple single 

images with actions on it. 



For every state you can 

insert a new icon so the 

mouse over UX feels nice

There is no visible difference.



Same impression.. 

In Power BI, both the button and the image are 

configured with an action, but from a user 

perspective they behave exactly the same. The 

interaction, feedback, and navigation feel 

identical, which makes it difficult to distinguish 

between the two elements. 



This can reduce clarity in the report, as users 

may not immediately understand whether they 

are dealing with a clickable button or an 

interactive image. To improve usability, it is 

important to create a clearer visual distinction 

through styling, states, or consistent design 

choices.

Button

New Image visual



As a sidenote


when both containers are set to the same 
size (37 height and width), a subtle 
difference between the two elements 
becomes visible. 



Although they appear identical at first 
glance, slight variations in alignment, 
padding, or rendering can cause a 
noticeable distinction. This highlights how 
even small sizing adjustments can impact 
visual consistency within the report.

Button

New Image visual



Performance


Both elements are highly 

suitable for functioning as a 

menu in Power BI. However, 

when you consider the 

performance and 

responsiveness of these 

elements, this can influence 

your choice between the two.

The new image visual with the same settings

as the button



Source of 
your icons or 
images


An important consideration 

when choosing between a 

button or the new image visual 

is whether you want to work 

with uploaded images or rely on 

multiple external resources.
The button supports only one 
source: uploading from a local 
device.



When the 
menu has 
text


The default button supports 

text, allowing you to customize it 

per state with a wide range of 

settings. These settings can 

also be driven by RLS if desired.

The button supports text and 
settings to change color, sizes, 
alignment etc



Button source 
of icons or 
images


An important consideration when 

choosing between a button or the 

new image visual is whether you 

want to work with uploaded images 

or rely on multiple external 

resources.

The button supports only one 
source: uploading from a local 
device.



New image 
visual source 
of icons or 
images


An important consideration 

when choosing between a 

button or the new image visual 

is whether you want to work 

with uploaded images or rely on 

multiple external resources.
The new image visual supports 
3 sources: uploading from a 
local device, Enter URL and 
Select from data.

1
2
3



Select from 
data


The new image visual supports 

selecting images directly from 

your data. This means you can 

dynamically render visuals using 

formats such as SVG or 

Base64-encoded strings. As a 

result, you gain much more 

flexibility, allowing images to 

respond to your data model, 

filters, and context within the 

report.

The new image visual supports 
Select from data. So a good 
SVG or Base64 code will work



Select from 
data


The new image visual supports 

selecting images directly from 

your data. This means you can 

dynamically render visuals using 

formats such as SVG or 

Base64-encoded strings. As a 

result, you gain much more 

flexibility, allowing images to 

respond to your data model, 

filters, and context within the 

report.

The Menu home on is a base64 
code inside a measure.



Base64? 


Base64 is a way to convert 

binary data such as images 

or files into plain text. This 

text format can be safely 

stored, transferred, or 

embedded in systems that 

only support text, like Power 

BI. When needed, the 

Base64 string can be 

decoded back into the 

original image or file.

Resources
https://base64-viewer.onrender.com/encode

https://www.base64-image.de/

This website will convert your 
images into a base64 code. 
Place this complete code into 
the “” of a measure! done

https://base64-viewer.onrender.com/encode
https://www.base64-image.de/


Image 
Source.  
Enter URL


Link to a website or SharePoint 
with the correct permissions



Make sure users have the right 
access to the source (e.g., 
SharePoint). 

Without proper permissions, 
the image will not be visible in 
Power BI.



What do you choose?  
In Power BI, both the button and the image are 

configured with an action, but from a user 

perspective they behave exactly the same. The 

interaction, feedback, and navigation feel identical, 

which makes it difficult to distinguish between the 

two elements. 



This can reduce clarity in the report, as users may 

not immediately understand whether they are 

dealing with a clickable button or an interactive 

image. To improve usability, it is important to create 

a clearer visual distinction through styling, states, 

or consistent design choices.

Button

New Image visual
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